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MANDURAH CINEMA COMPLEX, NON-COMPLIANCE WITH BUILDING CODE 

246. Mr A.D. Marshall to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development 

(1) Is the Minister aware of the conflict with the Mandurah cinema complex re non-compliance with the 
building code of Australia? 

(2) It is alleged that the remedial work carried out recently at the cinema complex may not comply with the 
building code of Australia, s that the case? 

(3) Has the Department of Local Government issued, in the past, a moratorium to local councils stating that 
public buildings do not have to comply with the requirements of the Federal Discrimination Act? 

(4) Will the Minister confirm that ratepayers have been denied access to the remedial work construction 
drawings under the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and that access has been denied on the grounds of 
public safety and property security? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1) I am aware that it has been alleged by a group of local residents that the Mandurah Cinema Complex 

does not comply with some of the requirements of the Building Code of Australia. 
(2) It is the responsibility of the City of Mandurah to ensure all work on this building complies with the 

Building Code of Australia. 
(3) No, the former Department of Local Government issued a Departmental Circular in March 2000, based 

on advice from the Crown Solicitor’s Office, advising local governments on issues of liability when 
approving building projects and the Federal Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). I am happy to 
table a copy of this circular.  
I am advised that the position on this issue is unchanged since that circular. 
Local governments in Western Australia do not have the power to go beyond matters dealt with in the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960, the Building Regulations 1989 and the 
Building Code of Australia (BCA). 

(4) The City of Mandurah has advised the Department of Local Government and Regional Development 
that on 18 December 2001 a request was lodged with the City, under the Freedom of Information 
Act 1992, seeking access to more recent plans pertaining to the Boardwalk Cinema Complex.  I am 
advised that: 
· The City made a decision on 15 January 2002 to deny access to the requested plans under Clause 5(e) 
“Public Safety”, and (f) “Property Security”, of Schedule 1 of that Act. 
· On 30 January 2002 a request was lodged with the City, seeking an internal review of that decision.  
The internal review was carried out and the City, in a letter dated 15 February 2002, advised the 
applicants, that the earlier decision to deny access be confirmed.  The applicants were advised in that 
same letter that they have the right to apply for an external review by the Office of the Information 
Commissioner. 

· As of 23 September 2002 the City were not aware of any external review by the Office of Information 
Commissioner. 

I table the circular referred to in my answer to question 3.  [See paper No 289.] 
 


